Most people think Futuretronics went
into receivership because it ran out of
money. Mr Alpar, a director of Future-
tronics states, in a report on the front
page of the Financial Review on
November 22, that the National Bank
had no reason to appoint receivers. To
quote the Fin Review: ‘According to
Mr Alpar . . . no circumstances have
arisen which would entitie the bank to
appoint receiver managers to run the
affairs of Futuretronics. ..

' “"We're saying that the appointment
(of receiver managers) is null, ineffec-
tive, and void,” he (Mr Alpar) said last
night.”

Clearly Mr Alpar is not impressed.
He is reported in the paper to have
also said: "It was like a military
takeover. You would have loved it.”

So, general opinicn is that Future-
tronics ran out of money and Mr Alpar
reckons the National Bank shouidn’t
have moved in.

Chip Chat isn't going to offer an opi-
nion {preferring to sit safely on the
fence and avoid any possibility of fall-
ing foul of either party in this matter).
But Chip Chat has used all this by way
of introduction to its suggestion that
Futuretronics may have been heading
for hot water anyhow with its teany,
weany bit naughty advertisements.
Now it's time to direct your attention
to the picture of ‘Mr T' elsewhere on
this page. Remember seeing him on
your TV screen? Remember Mr T teil-
ing you about those other turkeys and
how absolutely terrific Atari graphics
are (were?)? Futuretronics kindly pro-
vided us with a purported demo on
disk to plug into our Atari. And to no-
one's great surprise, Mr T appeared to

have lost his sparkle. in fact, he even
lost his ability to move. The demo,
Chip Chat assumes, was the best that
could be achieved on the Atari. It bore,
however, virtually no resembilance (in
terms of animation) to what was being
shown on TV ostensibly from the Atari
micro also shown on TV. The adver-
tisement was not aimed at computer
literates who might know to question
the ability of an Atari to produce the
animation shown on TV (and it was
implied to be directly out of the Atari
shown in front of the monitor on the
commercial, wasn't it?) It was aimed at
novices, who might bolt down to the
local Atari outlet and purchase a
machine with the express purpose of
creating something akin to the Mr T
animation and who would likely be bit-
terly disappointed/annoyed to find it
can't.

Guess who?: Here's a Chip Chat quiz
courtesy of our American corres-
pondent David Ahl. There are no
prizes, so, on with the questions.

{1) Who used to be in charge of the
large st microcomputer manufacturer
{some years ago), and is now farming
and taking courses in medicine?

(2) Which Hollywood film editor wrote
a word processing package with cus-
tomisation for 72 different hardware
configurations?

(3) Which expert blackjack player is
now making a living writing computer
books?

(4) Who held key positions at Com-
modore, Apple, and Victor, and is now
with NNA?

(5) Who founded or financed Chuck
E. Cheese Pizza Time Theater, Sente
Software Distribution, Androbot, and
one other company?

And now the answers:
(1) Ed Roberts — founder and chief
executive officer of MITS, maker of the
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Save, ioad M/L tapes
Set break points, set flag reg's
Mem. dump's to printer and more
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(M/L tape) $12.50
(Both prog need mem. exp ion)
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Computer
Software
Competition

The Royal Agricultural Society of
N.S.W. with the support of a number of
major suppliers in the data processing
field, is introducing a computer soft-
ware competition in conjunction with
the 1985 Show.

The objectives of the competition
are to present and publicise the best
original programme relating to rural,
pastoral or agricultural activities and
toencourage the development of com-
puter skills particularly amongst those
living outside the major metropolitan
centres.

Prize winning entries and others con-
sidered of sufficient merit will be
demonstrated in an appropriate en-
vironment at the Show.

The competition will be conducted in two
Sections:

(i) programmes for rural/pastoral or
agricultural management or other
similar activities;

(ii) other programmes with a significant
educational content.

Further information may be obtained by
writing to

The Director
RAS of N.S.W.
Computer Software Competition
G.P.O. Box 4317
Sydney N.S.W. 2001
or by telephoning
Miss Carol Rowan on (02) 331 9122
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